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to the unique character of the Southwest bor-
der. I hope it helps you, and I know you’ll
make the most of it.

We have also asked Congress to fully fund
a second round of empowerment zones. And
I ask you to help us get that passed. When
we were pushing this before in 1993 as a
part of our economic program, it might have
been permissible for people who were not
of our political party to say, ‘‘Well, this is
just a political issue. This is something the
President ran on.’’ I understood that. I un-
derstood we had to carry the burden of prov-
ing that the tax benefits and the cash invest-
ments would work. But we have met that
burden—no, you have met that burden. This
should no longer be a partisan issue in Amer-
ica. You have proved that every American
will be better off if we give more Americans
the chance to do what you have done.

So I ask you all to help convince the Mem-
bers of the Congress of both parties that if
you can do it, others can do it, and we ought
to have a second round of empowerment
zones.

We also have another major proposal be-
fore the Congress which we call the new mar-
kets initiative, designed to create more incen-
tives to get more capital not only into the
enterprise zones and the empowerment
zones and the enterprise communities but to
any eligible community that is underinvested
in America.

This new markets initiative would take a
combination of tax credits and loan guaran-
tees for new investments in America’s un-
tapped markets that are very like the benefits
we give for people to invest in our under-
developed neighbors, to invest in the Carib-
bean and other places. I don’t propose to re-
voke them. I’m glad we do that. But I think
we ought to give those same investments to
get capital into places in the United States
that need it. And I hope we can pass the
new markets initiative. All of us can benefit
from that, including those of you who are
already in the empowerment zones. And I
ask you to help us pass that in this session
of Congress as well.

In July I’m going to take a bipartisan group
of chief executive officers of companies, Cab-
inet Secretaries, Members of Congress, on
a tour of the places in America where we
need to do better. We’re going to visit urban

areas, small towns, places like the Mississippi
Delta and Appalachia, Native American res-
ervations, places all over America where
there are people just like the people in the
Rio Grande Valley, who deserve a shot at
the American dream and have paid their
dues to their families, their communities, and
their country.

We need to keep doing everything we pos-
sibly can until we can look at each other
straight in the eye and know we are saying
what is true when we say we are going into
the new century leaving no one behind.

Let me, in closing, again thank you for ev-
erything you have done, to tell you that ev-
erything we will do from here on out will
build on the community empowerment strat-
egy because you have proved that it works.
Together we can make it work for all commu-
nities in the United States.

Now I’d like to introduce the person who
has worked by my side and yours for many
years now and who has, more than any other
single person in the United States, made
community empowerment a reality in the
lives of ordinary Americans, Vice President
Al Gore.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. in the
gymnasium of the Health and Physical Education
Building II at the University of Texas-Pan Amer-
ican. In his remarks, he referred to Maria Trinidad
Gutierrez, member, Rio Grande Empowerment
Zone board of directors, who introduced the
President; Miguel A. Nevárez, president, Univer-
sity of Texas-Pan American; Mayor Joe Ochoa of
Edinburg; and Elroy Pulido, Jr., Hidalgo County
judge.

Statement Announcing Plans
To Deploy the Kosovo International
Security Force (KFOR)
May 25, 1999

I believe that our air campaign in Kosovo
is working and will ultimately succeed in its
objective of returning the people of Kosovo
to their homes with security and self-govern-
ment. With that in mind, we are planning
with our Allies for success. Today NATO en-
dorsed an updated plan for implementing the
peace in Kosovo when its conditions are met.

The force that NATO plans to deploy—
KFOR—will deter renewed hostilities and
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provide the security and confidence the refu-
gees need to return and get on with their
lives. To be credible and effective, KFOR
will have NATO at the core.

Given the new circumstances, including
the enormous humanitarian crisis caused by
Mr. Milosevic, KFOR will need to be larger
than we originally foresaw. We expect the
American contribution to increase propor-
tionately but our European Allies will still
provide the vast bulk of the force. We also
hope that Russia and other non-NATO coun-
tries will participate.

The headquarters and leading elements of
KFOR are already in the region, where they
are helping to relieve the refugee crisis.
NATO’s military authorities will now work
with allied countries to determine what addi-
tional forces will be required so that the Alli-
ance is ready when the time comes for the
refugees to return. Make no mistake, that
time will come, in accordance with the condi-
tions we have repeatedly laid out.

NOTE: In his statement, the President referred
to President Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).

Executive Order 13122—
Interagency Task Force on the
Economic Development of the
Southwest Border
May 25, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
provide a more rapid and integrated Federal
response to the economic development chal-
lenges of the Southwest Border region, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of an Inter-
agency Task Force on the Economic Develop-
ment of the Southwest Border. (a) There is
established the ‘‘Interagency Task Force on
the Economic Development of the South-
west Border’’ (Task Force) that reports to the
Vice President, as Chair of the President’s
Community Empowerment Board (PCEB),
and to the Assistant to the President for Eco-
nomic Policy, as Vice Chair of the PCEB.

(b) The Task Force shall comprise the Sec-
retary of State, Secretary of Agriculture, Sec-

retary of Commerce, Secretary of Defense,
the Attorney General, Secretary of the Inte-
rior, Secretary of Education, Secretary of
Health and Human Services, Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, Secretary
of Energy, Secretary of Labor, Secretary of
Transportation, Secretary of the Treasury,
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, Director of National Drug Control
Policy, Administrator of General Services,
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration, Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, or their designees, and
such other senior executive branch officials
as may be determined by the Co-Chairs of
the Task Force. The Secretaries of the Treas-
ury, Agriculture, and Labor shall Co-Chair
the Task Force, rotating annually. The agen-
cy chairing the Task Force will provide ad-
ministrative support for the Task Force.

(c) The purpose of the Task Force is to
coordinate and better leverage existing Ad-
ministration efforts for the Southwest Bor-
der, in concert with locally led efforts, in
order to increase the living standards and the
overall economic profile of the Southwest
Border so that it may achieve the average
of the Nation. Specifically, the Task Force
shall:

(1) analyze the existing programs and poli-
cies of Task Force members that relate to
the Southwest Border to determine what
changes, modifications, and innovations
should be considered;

(2) consider statistical and data analysis, re-
search, and policy studies related to the
Southwest Border;

(3) develop and recommend short-term
and long-term options for promoting sustain-
able economic development;

(4) consult and coordinate activities with
State, tribal, and local governments, commu-
nity leaders, Members of Congress, the pri-
vate sector, and other interested parties, pay-
ing particular attention to maintaining exist-
ing authorities of the States, tribes, and local
governments, and preserving their existing
working relationships with other agencies, or-
ganizations, or individuals;

(5) coordinate and collaborate on research
and demonstration priorities of Task Force
members agencies related to the Southwest
Border;
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